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Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment filed on October 31 , 2005 has been entered. Claims 1 , 3- 
5, 7-8, and 10 have been amended. Claims 2 and 9 have been canceled. Claim 11 has 
been added. Claims 1,3-8, and 10-11 are pending in this application, with claims 1 and 
8 being independent. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. Claims 1 -1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lee (US PAT # 6,246,883) in view of Asip et al. (US PAT # 4,361 ,851 ). 

Regarding claim 1 , Lee teaches a communication network system to send a data 
signal by way of a plurality of wireless communication terminals (see col. 1 , lines 33-36 
and col. 2, lines 24-27), wherein said plurality of wireless communication terminals 
includes at least one mobile communication terminal (reads on mobile station 102 as 
shown in Fig. 1 ,see col. 3, lines 41-49 also col. 2, lines 24-27) moving on a 
predetermined route (this reads on the mobile station 102 moving in a particular 
route/path 107 within specific geographical area on certain schedule, see col. 3, lines 
27-35 , lines 42-49 and col. 6, lines 61-64) and a pluralitv of fixed communication 
terminals fixed along said predetermined route (the fixed communications terminals 
read on the users terminals or users base 103 within certain geographical area 104, 
105, 106, see Fig. 1 , col. 3, lines 42-49 and col. 5, lines 4-6). That is, the claimed mobile 
communicafion terminal reads on a mobile base stafion 102 such as a meter reading 
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mobile station, and the claimed fixed terminals read on homes such as 103. The 
collected meter readings data is inherently or at least obviously transferred to the gas 
utility company. Note that the reference teaches transmitting and/or receiving 
information to and/or from the mobile-based station (col. 1, lines 33-36) and wireless 
transfer involving the mobile base station (col. 2, lines 36-39). The advantages of 
wireless transfer on information are well known in the art. Lee teaches the use of "at 
least one mobile communication terminal (102)". However, having the mobile 
communication terminal comprises a plurality of mobile communication terminals is 
obvious and well known in the art. 

Lee does not specifically teach that the communication network comprises fixed 
communication terminals, which includes time information storage means to store time 
information. Also Lee does not specifically teach specifying a time required for 
transferring said data signal to each of the other fixed communication terminals and 
selecting means to select one of the mobile communication terminals to which said data 
signal is to be transferred based upon said time information and said timetable. 

However, Asip specifically teaches a remote monitoring and reading of water, 
gas and electric meters is performed based on the selection that has been made by the 
subscriber to specify the time of day (see abstract of the invention and col. 2. lines 1-2). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
tinne the invention was made to have the subscriber selecting time information to 
transfer the meter reading, as taught by Asip, into the Lee system in order to avoid any 
inconvenience to the subscriber. Logically, meter reading is normally done according to 
schedules that can suit both the subscriber and the utility company. 

Claims 8 and 1 1 are rejected for the same reasons as discussed above with 
respect to claim 1 . 

Claim 3 recites "the mobile communication terminal selected by said selecting 
means is the one of the mobile communication terminals determined to reach a desired 
fixed communication terminal in the shortest time". Lee teaches the mobile station 
moving within certain proximity from the user terminal (see col. 4, lines 49-54). Also, 
efficiency in reaching the appropriate destination/home in the shortest time is required 
and obvious. 

Claim 4 recites "a predetermined route is a circulating route, the plurality of 
mobile communication terminals includes a first mobile communication terminal and a 
second communication terminal each of which circulates in a mutually opposite 
direction, said time information includes a first time information corresponding to said 
first mobile communication terminal, and second time information corresponding to said 
second mobile communication terminal". Having two mobile terminals traveling in 
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reverse direction and each one of them has time information associated with it is 
obvious and it does not rise to the level of patentability. This simply could read on two 
remote/mobile devices that are totally in a separate direction and transmitting data to 
base station in a certain time which could be different for each of those mobile devices. 
Routes for collecting data or delivering items (newspaper mail) are normally in a 
circulating route for increased efficiency. 

Claims 5 and 6 are rejected for the same reasons as discussed above with 
respect to claims 2 and 4. Also, numerous references disclosed the teaching of first, 
second, ...N routes where data and information will be traveling in a telecommunication 
network. Obviously, at each route an associated destination must be available to 
receive this information. Therefore having a fixed station as a stop point that receives 
the information from a mobile terminal at each route is obvious and well known in the 
art. Also, the claimed "common point" reads on the control station (406) in Lee (see col. 
7, lines 8-67). 

Claim 7 recites "at least one mobile communication terminal is provided on a 
regularly operating bus, and said fixed communication terminal is terminals are provided 
at stop points of the regularly operating passenger bus". Lee teaches that the mobile 
station can be a transportation bus (see col. 3, lines 50-59 and col. 7. lines 36-39, see 
also Figs, 1 , 6A, and 6B). 
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Claims 9-10 are rejected for the same reasons as discussed above with respect 
to claims 1 and 8, respectively. Also, for claims 9-10 limitations, see col. 4, lines 49-61. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Willis et al. (US PAT # 4,394,540) teach a meter reader is disclosed for 
automatically reading utility meters at a telephone subscriber station. The reading are 
scheduled to be done at a specific time to void any inconvenience to the subscriber (see 
col. 7, lines 3-12 and abstract of the invention). 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rasha S AL-Aubaidi whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-7481. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 am to 
5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ahmad F. Matar, can be reached on (571) 272-7488. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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